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  From Jane  

Welcome to our last newsletter of the year.  Due to Covid-19, time does 
not allow us to produce another newsletter in 2020.  As for us all, it has 
been a very interesting and, at times, a challenging year.  We here at the 
“House” are just coming back to some normality.  Our groups are now all 
back up and running.  The only addition is Covid signs and sanitiser.  We 
have had some very busy Scone Wednesday’s, with people sampling our 
tasty scones made by our amazing chef Gretchen.  Our ‘soup’ sessions 
have also been pretty well supported.  I have had fun doing some tastings 
including carrot and ginger, kumara and celery, and cauliflower and blue 
cheese soups. Our out of school care programmes are just getting back to 
the numbers we had prior to Covid.  
  
We have recently introduced an alternative to Friday night takeaways, 
every fortnight anyone can order a three-course meal, or just one or two 
courses it that’s what you want.  They are ordered and payment can be 
made via our website. There is also an opportunity to pay it forward; this 
allows us to offer a meal to someone who may be in need for varying 
reasons.  We have noticed an increase in demand for food in our area.  We 
are members of the Hamilton Combined Christian Foodbank so we are able 
to access this service.  There are criteria for eligibility around this service.  
Our ‘Freestore’ is operating Monday to Friday at 12 noon.  The food is for 
anyone.  We have updated our website recently. It is very informative and 
easy to navigate, take a tour at www.puketehouse.org.nz.   
 
Our recent women’s clothes swap event was a great success; we had over 
150 people attend over the two hours and managed to sell hundreds of 
items of clothes. The leftover clothes are being donated to Dress for 
Success and Women’s Refuge. Keep an eye out on our Facebook page as 
we will be organising a ‘children’s’ clothes swap before the end of the year.   
 
Our Management Committee will be meeting in late September to develop 
our strategic and annual plans.  Part of these plans are discussing the 
future building needs to enable us to deliver quality services to our 
community.  Our growth continues at a steady pace and we currently don’t 
have enough room to expand our services. 
 
That is all from me for now.  It sounds a bit funny saying Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year in October.  Do look after yourselves; enjoy time 
with family and friends.   
 
Jane 
 
FAREWELL FOR BRONWYN 
There will be a farewell for Bronwyn here at Pukete 
Neighbourhood House on December 10 at 2 pm. Bronwyn 
has been the OSCAR manager for 18 years. This will give 
people a chance to come and say goodbye to Bronwyn 
before she retires. Light refreshments will be provided. 
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ANGELA O’LEARY, COUNCILLOR, CHAIR OF INFRASTRUCTURE OPERATIONS COMMITTEE, AND DEPUTY 
CHAIR OF HEARINGS AND ENGAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

  
 
As Chair of Infrastructure Operations Committee I’m excited for the new rubbish and recycling service. This is the most 
significant change to a service in the city for at least two decades. 
By now every resident in the city will have received their new wheelie bins. In total, 4,746 bins were delivered in 
Pukete, which is around 2.75% of the entire Hamilton bin delivery! 
You should also have received the handy booklet in your letterbox that tells you everything you need to know about 
how to use the bins, and which days to put them out. 
I know for some, change can be unsettling but more than ever in this new and strange world we live in we all need to 
‘do our bit’.   
I encourage you to embrace the new service and maybe think about one idea that you can do in your own home to 
help ‘fight the landfill’. 
I’m going to stop using bin liners inside my rubbish bins inside the house. Since we will now be able to put food into 
the new ‘food bin’ I see no need to line my bins with a plastic liner. So that’s something new I’m going to try! 
Find out more at https://www.fightthelandfill.co.nz/ 
 

 SARAH THOMPSON, COUNCILLOR AND DEPUTY CHAIR OF ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

 
 Hamiltonians value having access to nature, whether it’s our river 
walkways, local green spaces, or even just hearing tui in a nearby 
tree. We had a fantastic turnout at the recent multi-cultural 
community tree planting day at Waiwhakareke, and we’re 
fortunate to have a number of community groups working hard to 
restore parts of our gully areas and streams.  
  
However, we have a lot more work to do to ensure nature can 
thrive in the city and to prevent the further decline of 
biodiveristy. That’s why we’re working on the Nature in the City 
Strategy - a plan to increase the area of the city covered with 
indigenous plants and trees from 2% to 10%, which is the minimum 
threshold for nature to thrive.  
  
My hope is that the strategy will lead to greater ongoing investment into our natural areas, such as the gullies that 
run through Hamilton. These gullies are hidden treasures that, when restored, provide habitats for native birds, bats 
and fish, as well as off road transport networks for  walking and cycling. With the strategy planned for completion 
this year, I can’t wait to see the change that will happen over the coming decades.  
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Meal of the Week 

Our new initiative of changing the “Friday Night Takeaway” scene. The “Meal of the Week” is prepared by scratch by 
our chef, Gretchen, and is available to purchase every second Friday. These fresh, healthy and affordable meals provide 
a different option for a Friday night meal. We have offered a range of different meals including freshly smoked fish pie, 
lasagna, beef goulash and three cheese mac and cheese. There is also a dessert option with tiramisu, banoffee pie, 
lemon tart and chocolate brownie being on offer. These have been popular, so make sure to get your order in by 12 
pm Thursday. 
 
  

 
 
 
 

https://www.fightthelandfill.co.nz/


 
PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE 

 

Quarterly Newsletter OCTOBER 2020 

For your Information  
THE PUKETE FREESTORE 
The Pukete Freestore is a partnership with Kaivolution where food from grocery stores that would normally go to the 
landfill is provided free to the community. The Pukete Freestore opens at 12 pm and is open to anyone and everyone. 
 
FRUIT AND VEGETABLE BAGS AND MEAT PACKS 
These are an affordable option to feed a family of 3-4 for a week. The fruit and vegetable bags are $12 each and come 
with a selection of 6-7 types of fruit and vegetables. The meat packs are $25 for five cuts of quality meat. These can 
be ordered through our website at www.puketehouse.org.nz/community-services. Orders need to be in by 12 pm 
Wednesday and orders can be collected after 10 am Thursday. 
 
AFFORDABLE ENERGY FOR ALL 
Our Energy Navigators here at PNH can help reduce energy costs that are accumulated in everyday Kiwi homes. We 
can help find the right energy provider for you. There is a new power company, Our Power, which has cheaper rates 
and no fixed rates and allows for weekly payments. To book an appointment to see how we can help you email 
affordableenergy@pukete.org.nz. 
 
SKINNY ‘JUMP’ 
This helps families get home broadband so students can learn online at home.  It’s for families with school-aged (5-18 
years) students with no current broadband connection.  There’s no contract or credit check required.  For more info visit 
www.sparknz.co.nz.what-matters/spark-jump or here at PNH. 
 
SCONE WEDNESDAYS 
Join us for delicious homemade scones and muffins for you to enjoy. Socialise with members of your community, share 
in great home baking, and enjoy endless cups of tea and coffee. Old fashioned social networking. Join us on October 
28 at 12 noon for a good time. 
 
SALAD SERIES 
Join us for lunch on Wednesdays to enjoy amazing conversations and a bowl of delicious salad. Everyone is welcome 
to come. The first session is November 4 at 12 noon. Check out our website for more dates. 
 
ROUND THE BRIDGES FUNDRAISER 
Ian Orr, who is a local and a supporter of Pukete Neighbourhood House, is fundraising for Leukemia and Blood Cancer 
New Zealand in the Round the Bridges on November 15. Ian was diagnosed himself with cancer, specifically Myeloma. 
He would love for people to give to his cause, the website roundthebridges.co.nz/fundraising/fundraising-hub/ is where 
people can donate. 
 
JANUARY HOLIDAY PROGRAMME 
We are planning an awesome, fun-filled summer holiday programme and would love to have your children join us. The 
holiday programme will start January 5th and end February 5th. Early bird price is $55 a day, which includes the activities 
and food; breakfast, morning tea, lunch, and afternoon tea. Early bird price ends on December 14th. There are limited 
numbers for each day so make sure to get in quick. 
 
 
 

Clothes Swap 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Women’s Clothes Swap went ahead successfully on August 7. Thank you to all those people who donated 
clothes and to those who came along on the night. We had over 150 women attend the event and raised money to 
go towards more community projects. 
Due to the success of the Women’s Clothes Swap, we will be running a Children’s Clothes Swap on November 20. 
Donations are being accepted now and will be accepted until November 13.  
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REGULAR COMMUNITY EVENTS 

  
FAMILY SUPPORT WORKER - Craig Wills is our Family Support Worker. Craig will advocate for you with Work and 
Income, Housing NZ, ACC. Craig is also a Justice of the Peace. He is available at the “House” for JP work. You can 
contact Craig on 850 4013 or email familysupport@pukete.org.nz or txt/ring 027 7106485. 
FINANCIAL MENTOR - just give us a call and we will arrange an appointment for you.  
AFTER SCHOOL CARE - every week day afternoon 3pm—6pm. Have your children well supervised until you finish 
work. Includes a great afternoon tea—craft—sports—and just plain fun.  CYF Approved—Work and Income subsidies 
available. Enrollment forms can now be filled out on our website. 
BEFORE SCHOOL CARE - every morning from 7am—9am.  Breakfast and transport to school provided. 
HOLIDAY PROGRAMMES - 7am—6pm—all food and activities included, early bird bookings $55 per day, late bookings 
$65 per day - Limited spaces available. 
WALKING GROUP - meets every Thursday morning at ‘PNH’. Leaving at 9.30am. All levels of abilities welcome. We 
walk for one hour and walk approx. 5 km. Once finished, come on in and enjoy a cuppa and a natter—Gold coin 
donation 
KNITTING AND UNFINISHED OBJECTS - CRAFT GROUP - Every Tuesday morning from 10am-12noon and every 
Wednesday evening from 7pm—9 pm.  Bring that unfinished project and work on it with like-minded people. 
VEGETABLE CO-OP - the veggie co-op has been running for over 20 years.   The $12 bag of assorted veggies and 
fruit is exceptionally good value. Order on our website before 12.00pm on a Wednesday to order. Pickup is after 
10.00am on Thursdays.  
MEAT - $25 Meat packs are available you can order this at the same time as your veggies —collect on Thursday. 
KAI CUPBOARD - Located just inside the foyer at PHN. Take what you need, leave what you can. 
HAMILTON COMBINED CHRISTIAN FOODBANK - we are an agency for the foodbank, if you need a food parcel, 
please see our staff to see if you qualify. 
NORTH CENTRAL NETWORK MEETINGS - Next meeting held on Wednesday 5 August. These are held at the Pukete 
Neighbourhood House, Te Rapa Sportsdrome. Please come along if you are a service provider in our area. We would 
like to hear and share about the work you do. Light refreshments provided. For more info please ring the House. 
FREE LEGAL ADVICE - With Niemand Peebles Hoult. Friday mornings by appointment only. Please ring the House to 
make an appointment or you can book via our website.  
OFFICE SERVICES - photocopying colour or black and white laminating - very reasonable prices 
TAI CHI– Here at the Sportsdrome 9.30am on Wednesday and Friday—Cost $5 per session. All enquiries call Trevor 
on 022 322 3410. 
DOWNLOAD OUR APP - Search “Schools App NZ” in the App Store on your device! Search for “Pukete 
Neighbourhood House” in the schools search box after opening the app. Make your Lawyer appointments, order your 
veggies and meat, and see what’s happening all with the touch of a button. 
INFORMATION SESSIONS – Come and learn about various topics once a month. The information sessions run from 
11 am to 12 pm. The next sessions will be run on October 28 and November 25. The sessions are followed by scones 
being served. 
SHOP AND DROP - This is a grocery shopping service for those people who are unable to leave their home. There are 
no delivery fees, only the cost of your groceries. Deliveries are made on Tuesdays and Thursdays. For more information, 
contact us between 9 am and 5 pm on weekdays at either 021 086 23177 or shopanddrop@pukete.org.nz. 
PARENTS’ CIRCLE - Runs once a month on a Saturday from 10-11:30 am for parents to share about their life after 
becoming a parent. For more information contact Zoe at z1221oe@gmail.com. 
ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 2020-2021  
Order Now! It is now only in a digital form with three different subscription types; $69.99 for 1 year and 1 city, $119.99 
for 1 year and all 21 cities, and $229.99 for 2 years and all 21 cities. Visit www.entertainmentbook.co.nz 
 

  
 

 

 


